Roman Adoption-1I"'m so loved!

15 For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the

Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit Himself bears

witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs—
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ

--Romans 8:15-17 NKJV

Faith works through love. When you know that you are loved unconditionally, it will help you to
believe all things, endure all things, hope all things because love never fails. Loveisa

person. God is love. We love God because we are first loved by Him. How many of us enjoy
building friendship with people who liked us first and pursued us. We continue to grow in our
love, affection and commitment to them based on their love for us and we return that same love
back to them. Our faith in them works through the love we have for them and them for us.

I want to invite you to discover you great worth today to someone who has pursued you from
eternity past right through to your eternity future. When you grasp this, your heart will sing a
new song. It’s titled “I’'m so loved!”

When your Father in Heaven imagined you with His perfect and limitless imagination, He knew
He just had to have you. When He could think of nothing more beautiful, creative, intuitive,
intelligent, powerful and sovereign than Himself, He fashioned you in His image. You are
literally a chip off the old block. The chip is the same as the large block it was chipped from. No
different.

It was a like Father, like Son moment. Image in Hebrew (H6754 tslem), means phantom and
conveys that when Adam and Eve walked in the Garden, creation saw a phantom image of God
and basically did a double take! They would have said, “Hey there’s God walking in the Garden.
Oh wait, that’'s Adam.” That's literally what image meant. You were an exact representation of
His being, just like Jesus, that is before the fall. You were created from the best possible
template. God- Love! Whoa, right?

So He spoke you into being. God’s words, we know are eternal, that is why we have an eternal
destiny and live forever. Where we live eternally is up to us.

But in order to be truly created in His image you and | needed to be sovereign as well. So, God
gave us a free will. He’s got one too. And He knew what you and | would do with it. Sin. The
wage of sin is death and whoever commits sin, becomes a slave to it. Alarming isn’tit? Why
would God create you and | if He knew we would sin? Because He wanted kids who could love
Him back by choice. We want kids so we can enjoy them for our whole lives and God has kids so
He can enjoy them for His whole life. And that’s eternity! The thought of having you not


http://biblehub.com/hebrew/6754.htm

having a will to love back but be a robot was not an option for Him. Having you in eternal death
and separated was not an option either so here comes the awesome plan. Being adopted!

Paul used the beautiful picture of Roman adoption to explain to every believer in Rome about
their brand new salvation! Everyone in that day would have been like, “Whoa! That’s what this
is like? Thank you Jesus! Thank you Father!”

In Roman law an affluent adult man who wanted an heir would adopt a male, often a slave to be
his son. This was common because there were a lot of Roman soldiers who did not marry
among other reasons.

Adoption was one of the few ways a slave could come into something called the Patria
Potestas. That is greek for The Power of the Father. The man adopt one that was currently in
his house or he could go to the slave market and purchase a slave. Here is where it gets
amazing!!!

Colossians 1:13 says that He has delivered us from the powers of darkness and conveyed us into
the kingdom of the Son of His love, in whom we have redemption the forgiveness of sins. The
word redemption actually means purchased from the slave market of sin, never to be sold again.

The purchase price was death and blood. Jesus was the exact representation of the Father (Heb.
1:13). Good Fathers, if they have an ounce of love in their hearts for their kids, would die for
them. So as Jesus died for sin, it was to represent to you what the Father would do. Doesn’t this
give new meaning to the verse in 1 Pet. 1:18-19. You were not purchased with perishable things
such as silver and gold but with the precious blood of Jesus.

When the price was paid, you and | were freed from the authority we were under - bondage to
sin, fear, death, Satan’s power and legal dominion in our lives. He who the Son sets free is free
indeed (John 8:36).

Next the one who purchased the slave would go to the magistrate who would ask the Father if
He wanted to adopt the slave as a son and He must say “Yes”. Then he would ask the slave, “Do
you permit it to be so?”

He had to say, “I permit it be so.” Seven witnesses were required to be present. The reason for
this was, it would be easy for a few people to say the adoption never took place, that the new son
was not free and had no inheritance. But it was impossible to get 7 people to agree to do

that. The Holy Spirit is the Sevenfold Spirit of God. Cool eh?

Rom 8: 16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and
if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ

Take a look at what the slave would deal with and contrasted with the son.



A Slave An Adopted Son
Considered The possession of the Father John 1:12. Whoever believes in Jesus has the right,
illegitimate (magistrate and jurisdiction and super human) to be called a child of God

Without honor

The Adopted Son was expected to bring honor to the family name and
legacy. By this my Father is glorified that you bear much fruit

Heavy labour

A son was free but served the Father, the Family. Come to me and all you who
are weary and heavy laden and | will give you rest. Matt 11:28

Sexually
exploited or
beaten. Under
the dominion
of a task
master

In Christ we go from being powerless and harassed by the enemy to being in
under the power of the Father.

Considered to
be without
family

In Christ, we are in The Family of God and are members of His body. We are
accepted in the beloved. Eph 1:9

No access to
the Father

For through Him we have access to the Father by the Spirit. Eph 2:18

We approach the Father with boldness and confidence Eph. 3:12

Must give access to the family resources. God does not deal in

“requirements” It is His good pleasure to give us the Kingdom.

Must give affection. The Father loves you even as He loves His Son Jesus. John
17:22

Indebted

Col 2:14 Jesus paid our debt and removed the handwriting that was against us.
The son lost all rights to His previous life. Romans 6:11 Reckon yourselves dead
to sin and alive to God.

The old life has lost all rights legally to the adoptee. Satan is not allowed to
speak to you about your old life or condemn you. Your old life has literally been
wiped out by the magistrate and you have lost to right to even discuss it
with the enemy. It has ceased to exist. You are now, before the magistrate a
different person with a different identity.

No influence of
the father

The Father has same control of Patria Potestas, the Power of the Father over the
adoptee as the natural son including property, acquisitions, controlling
relationships, having the rights to discipline. Heb. 12:5-8

The Father was liable

for sons actions. Each owed duties to each other. The Father: gave name,
protection, status and inheritance. Son owed honor the name and legacy. Matt
16:15 Go into all the world and preach the gospel- making more children of God

No rights

Adopted son has the same rights and a natural born son. That’s why it says in
the word that we are seated in Heavenly places in Christ and we have been
blessed with every spiritual blessing.




The adopted son had one advantage over the natural born son. Every person living in Rome
would have understood this as Paul shared. A natural born son could be disowned but the
adopted son never could be.

When did all this become possible? Even before the foundation of the world the lamb was
slain. Rev.13:8

For God so loved you and the whole world that whoever believed in Him would not perish but
have everlasting life. John 3:16. When? Before He created you and me. We were predestined
to adoption and blessed with every spiritual blessing in Heavenly places.

You have not received the spirit of slavery again that you should be in fear, but the Spirit of
adoption. You are in the power of the Father and fully endorsed to live from the place of a son
or daughter in His house to be the exact representation of His being, once again, with exactly the
same mandated as Jesus our brother.

Jesus did it all and says to you today,

As the Father sends Me, so | send you. Receive the Holy Spirit. And He breathed on
them.

All authority in heaven and earth has been given to Me, therefore Go into all the
world. Matt. 28:18-20

Heal the sick raise the dead and cast out devils. Matt. 10:8

Be blessed today brothers and sister in the Lord. Represent Him everywhere you go!
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